




1805. (During t h i s  per iod  the  name was s p e l l e d  Meason as we l l  as 
m as on.) The date o f  h i s  son, Thomas's, b i r t h  1755 and t he  f i r s t  known 
date o f  our ancestor Thomas born 1780 i n  Pennsy (u. S. Federal 
Census 1850 Richland CO., 111.). This w i l  1  m e n t i o n s  son Thomas as 
being one o f  s i x  c h i l d r e n  under the age of ~e a lso  men- 
t i ons  an o lder  son John. By 1805 Thomas had a c h i e v e d  the  age o f  
twenty-one and f u l f i l l e d  the terms of h i s  f a t h e r t s  w i l l  wh ich  had 
probably delayed i t s  recording. 

Thomas Mason came t o  Edwards County, l I1 i n o i  s  sometime i n  1819 from 
Pennsylvania. This and t he  Year o f  h i s  b i r t h ,  1780, (Federal Census, 
1850) a r e  the e a r l i e s t  publ ished facts  about h i m .  His  household o f  
twelve probably t r a v e l l e d  the new Nat ional Road across t he  mountains 
i n  Pennsylvania t o  the  Ohio River ,  down t h a t  r i v e r  t o  the  mouth o f  the 
Wabash, then s t i l l  by water t o  e i t h e r  the E n g l  i s h  set t lement  a t  A lb ion  
o r  t o  Vincennes. He s e t t l e d  on land tha t  i s  now p a r t .  o f  th ree  
counties - Edwards, 'Richland and Lawrence - n o t  f a r  from the road 
between Vincennes and S t .  Louis which a t  t h a t  t i m e  was the  boundary 
between wh i te  sett lements and Indian lands and a highway dangerous t o  
t rave l  because o f  out laws. One hundred and f i f t y  years l a t e r  i t  was 
the exact spot o f  t he  center  o f  populat ion o f  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  
States. 

Records s t a t e  that  Thomas came w i t h  "Wi l l i am Nash  and h i s  b ro ther "  SO 

the household o f  twelve i n  the  1820 -Federal Census may have included 
them. As Thomas was f o r t y  years o l d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  i s  poss i b l e  t ha t  
h i s  w i fe  was of a  second marr iage. For t h i s  census  there  were two 
boys under ten, George born 1810 and Thomas, b o r n  1 March 1820; three 
g i r l s  under ten, one being P o l l y ;  two g i r l s  between t e n  and s ix teen ,  
Louisa and Sarah; one male between e ighteen and twenty-s ix .  

The land on which t h e  Mason fami l y  se t t l ed ,  and which was known as 
Mason's P r a i r i e ,  was located about twenty-f i v e  m i l e s  southwest o f  
Lawrencevi l le.  I t  I s  south of t he  present town of Parkersburg and a 
few mi les nor th  of  A lb ion  where i n  1818 a band  o f  Eng l i sh  imnigrants  
estab l ished themselves under the  leadership of a M r .  Flowers. .TO the  
east was the town of West Salem composed c h i e f 1  y of German imnigrants.  

Fred Gerhard sa id  i n  1857 t ha t  " the most r e m a r k a b l e  and s t r i k i n g  
feature d i s t i ngu i sh i ng  l l l i n o i s  from other s t a t e s  cons i s t s  i n  her ex- 
tens ive p r a i r i e s t 1 .  A p r a i r i e  was a l u x u r i a n t  g r o w t h  of grass and a 
na tu ra l  meadow. The Mason land was composed of p r a i r i e  and woods. 
Later  when the soi 1  was exhausted, coal and oi 1 were d iscovered and 
today i t  i s  no longer an exc lus ive ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land. Near the 
present boundary l i n e  between Richland and Edwards coun t ies  a school 
house known as Mason's School was bui  I t .  I t i s  n o  longer standing. 
Mot f a r  from the highway between Parkersburg and A lb i on  1 i e ~  the Mason 
farm cemetery. 

There i s  l i t t l e  in format ion ava i l ab l e  on t h e  f i r s t  Mason f am i l y  t o  
a r r i v e  i n  I l l i n o i s .  Thomas served as j u s t i c e  of  t h e  Peace i n  Edwards 
County and i n  Lawrence County a f t e r  t ha t  c o u n t y  was separated from 
Edwards i n  1821. The fo l low ing  information was obta ined  from B i b l e  



records, Federal Census and Marriage Records of Ladrence and Rlchland
Counties:

Sarah born 1805 in Pa. married Moses Johnson.
Louisa born Ca. 1807 in Pa. married Robert Thread 5 April 1830.
George born 11 Sept. 1810 in Pa. married Emily Parker 7 Jan. 1832.
Mary Polly b. ca. 1812 married James H. Parker li4 July 1832.
Hannah married 0 iver W. Phelps Jan. 823.
Thomas born I March iBzo married I Dicy Jones 30 Dec. 18111;

2 Almira Bradshaw Shannon 5 Aug 1850.
Lydia born 1824 married Reuben Selby 22 April 1839.
John born l May 1829 married Catharine Jane Hay 3 May 1859.

On I Sept. 829 thomas Mason married Elizabeth Brander Lawrence Co.
File Box M166. It is logical to assume that John’s mother died in
childbirth and that he married soon after to have a mother for his
household of children.

On record at the Illinois, Land Office is the purchase of
two parcels of land by Thomas Mason of Lawrence County and one by
George Mason of the same county. Because of the change in county
boundaries the Census records for these families are found in Edwards
County for 1820 and 1830; in Lawrence County fnr 840; in Richiand
County for 850. In the latter Thomas is seventy years old, his wife
Elizabeth, 64. Living with them is Reuben Mason age 20, Sarah
Patterson, age 22, and Franklin Patterson, age 4. No further record
of Thomas appears in the census of these counties.

Thomas Mason born I March 1820, grew up in that period of llinoic
history thatsaw the state expanding into Indian lands, increasing
population and developing politicafly as a significant part of the
western frontier. Many from the slave states Kentucky and Tennessee
were among the new settlers. Abraham Lincoln began his law career at
that time.

It was also a period of religious fervor. Led by Peter Cartwright,
the Methodists established themselves early in IlUnois and it was
doubtless under his influence that Thomas was drawn into the ministry
probably after his marriage to Dicy Jones on 30 Dcc. 1841. He was
twenty-one at the time and was already in possession of eighty acres of
land in Richland County which had been deeded to him by his father in
November of the same year. Children of this marriage were:

Shadrach R. born 12 Oct. 1842; died 29 July 1864 at Galesville,Wis.
El ijah barn 17 Sept. i844; died 7 Nov. 1925 at Washington, Ill.;

married Mary Ellen Ferryman 23 Sept. 1874.
Sarah born 22 Sept. 846.
Mahala born 9 Sept. 1848.

Thomas sold his property in 1845. Was it in preparation for entering
the itinerant ministry?

Following the record of the birth of Mahala in the family Bible there
is the simple statement ‘‘Dicy Mason, wife of Thomas Mason, died’’ -
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