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A soldier’s fears
- ‘Tknew I'was pretty close {0 dying. It was scary’
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In his diary, Robert Capa tells of
reaching the bloody sand of Omaha
Beach with troops of the first wave
on D-Day.

After being pinned down among
the casualties, he dashed back to
his boat.

“It was a new kind of fear shaking
my body from toe to hair, and twist-
ing my face,” he wrote. “The men
around me lay motionless. Only the
dead on the water line rolled with
the waves.”

Though badly shaken, Capa
snapped a picture of a young sailor
holding up the plasma bottle as a
medic treated a wounded soldier.

Two weeks later, that picture ap-
peared in Life magazine.

The young sailor was 22-year-old
Clifford Lewis of Clintonville, a
Coast Guard machinist mate first
class, pressed into service aboard

small American flag.

Fifty years ago, the flag was
pinned on Duginski's sleeve as he
prepared, along with thousands of
other Allied infantrymen, to land on
Omaha Beach as part of the Allied
invasion of Normandy on D-Day.

“When they pinned those flags on
our arms, it sent a chill down your
spine,” Duginski said.

A 25-year-old member of the
343rd Medium Maintenance Com-
pany attached to the 3rd Infantry
Diwvision, Duginski was in the sec-
ond assault wave to face a curtain of
German artillery, machine gun and
small arms fire blanketing Omaha
Beach.

“They woke us about 3 a.m.”
Duginski said. “They fed us and
told us we could have anything we
wanted to eat, steak or pork chops,
whatever we wanted.”

The assault troopers then at-

European continent as the sun
rose high over Normandy,
France.

Brig. Gen. Theodore Roosevelt
Jr., who won a Congressional
Medal of Honor for his actions on
D-Day, but died of a heart attack
within a week, had led his 4th In-
fantry Division off Utah Beach to-
ward a rendezvous with par-
atroopers from the 82nd and
101st Airborne Divisions.

On Omaha Beach, Li. Gen.
Omar Bradley, commander of the
U.S. Ist Army, at mid-morning
considered pulling troops off the
beach after receiving bleak re-
ports from units pinned down by
withering German fire. U.S. Nav_v

feet of water to support the
trapped soldiers with fire from
their 5-inch main guns and 20mm
and 40mm batteries.

As soldiers in individual and
group efforts began to cross the
beach and penetrate the German
defense, tens of thousands of
men were boarding landing craft
splattered with the blood and
vomit of their predecessors to re-
inforce the struggling assault
troops on the beaches.

Some of those support troops
were ready to wage war without
guns as teams of doctors and
medics readied to treat the
onslaught of casualties.

waves.

“They brought back
some wounded,” he said.
“We looked down into
the landing craft and all

ramp lowered to expose
the beach.

“You could hear the
bullets hitting the water
— ching, ching. We

of fellow infantrymen, by machine
gun fire from German pillboxes

“We were pinned down until
somebody got brave enough to get
up and throw a grenade in the pil-
Ibox," he said.

Once the infantry gained a toe-
hold, Duginski said, “the Germans
surrendered easily. By nightfall, we
had a bunch of prisoners. But that
night the Luftwaffe bombed the hell
out of us. It looked like the Fourth
of July.”

Duginski hit the beach to find an
infantryman with his foot blown off
above the ankle.

“I'tied amumiL}uet around his leg
and he asked me for a cigarette,” he
said. “I told him he had my sympa
thy. He said ‘No, you have mine be
cause my fighting is done.”

Duginski and a friend dug a fox-
hole on the beach.
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band's participation in the invasion.

“When they offered us Commu-
nion, [ knew I was pretty close to

a serious problem for in-

Duginski jumped into

was the flash of machine guns firing
from pillboxes.
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LCIs participated, but were des-
troyed.

Ella Lewis said her husband had
been working at his assignment in
the ship's engine room. When he
was relieved of these duties, he
went topside. Seeing the horrors of
that combat, he helped with the
wounded, which the 94 carried to
hosrilal ships.

Ella Lewis said she has often read
Clifford’s World War Il diary.

“I didn’t know for years that he
kept a diary,” she said. “He did not

and boarded small landing craft
bouncing wildly in the rough chan-
nel water and sustained the first ca-
sua]'ry of the day.

“One ﬁuy got his foot crushed be-
tween the landing craft and the
transport when he misjudged the
bouncing of the landing craft,” he
said.

Soldiers boarding the small land-
ing craft found the bottoms awash
with blood of victims killed and
wounded in the initial assault

landing craft tossed relentlessly
from side to side in the wind-borne
swells in a 10-mile run for the
bedch.

“We were packed in there like
sardines,” Duginski said. “Guys
were heaving down your neck. For
10 miles, we kneeled down in the
landing craft in a mixture of blood
and vomit. It was rough as hell.”

The landing craft reached the
beach in a hail of gunfire as the

him upright despite being loaded
down with equipment.

“The beach was covered with
those Mae Wests," he recalled.

Duginiski said many soldiers dis-
appeared under the churning wa-
ters and drowned in deep holes
made by earlier landing craft that
had dug into the soft sands of Oma-
ha Beach.

Adding to the fatal swarms of bul-
lets and shrapnel from exploding

Duginski joined scores of other
soldiers returning the fire.

“We didn't know if we hit any-
thing or not, we were just scared,”
he said.

Nightfall found Duginski about
300 yards behind the beach, helping
secure a perimeter against German
counterattack.

Duginski went on to participate
in campaigns in Northern France
and Germany.
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the fun things they did."

She said that the 94 served as a |

liaison ship after the invasion, pick-
ing up survivors, carrying supplies.
On July 25, 1944, he went ashore
to visit the temporary graves of
three shipmates who died on D-
Day, when the ship took a direct hit.
Clifford Lewis returned to the
United States in November 1944,
and was reassigned to the cutter At-
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When Allied Forces invaded Normandy, employees from Theda Clark were there - as
G.L's fighting for their lives, or as doctors and nurses caring for the wounded.

For more than 80 years, through two world wars, Korea, Vietnam and the Persian Gulf
Conflict, the men and women of Theda Clark have served their country in the Armed
Forces, and cared for both their comrades in arms and their families back home.

On this 50th anniversary of D-Day, please join us in saluting those who

lanta, which then saw serviceinthe | | OF THE FOXVALLEY, INC. sacrificed so much for so many.
Asiatic Pacific Theater. He served since 1967
three years, one month and 19 days. B O

Ella Lewis visited Normandy in 739-4226 h

1992, to visit the grave of her broth-

er, who died there in World War II, i G - -
and the graves of her husband's Regmm] Medical Center
shipmates —

“It was a magnificent feeling to 130 Second St. » Neenah, WI 54956 + 4147293
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ize the price we pay,"” she said.

“It's quite a feeling. What a
waste. But it's'a price we can't af-
ford not to pay.”
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